isian Churches Break New% Grouse 


) Thousands of Christians packed the stadium of Malaya’s capital, Kuala Lumpur, on 
Wy 24, for the closing worship session of the East Asia Christian Conference’ s assembly. 


mpuring the 10-day meeting the East Asia 
mstian Conference was formally constituted 

e organ of cooperation for 48 churches and 
Hcils in 14 East Asian countries. Asian 
fchmen made plans for unprecedented co- 
ative action in evangelization, lay training, 
My. and international affairs. 


Sp a closing message to its member churches 
im councils the conference, attended by more 
M4 180 participants, underlined the vigor of 
@! Asian churches in difficult situations and 
@ that “most of the churches in Asia are now 
Ming out missionaries to other lands as well 
ceiving them.” 


Mrawing attention to the role of workers, 
Mets, and “even refugees” in making a spon- 
Mious Christian witness, the message said “the 
Men churches are learning to live in this pat- 
By of common sharing and we believe that our 
Bing here will strengthen these bonds and 
@ up new ways of mutual helpfulness.” 


@} strong emphasis on the task of the laity, 
Wes Out ina section of tl the conference Messe oe 
‘ h says that “every Christian must recognize 
1 his primary service to God is pe daily 
he does in the secular world.” Christians 
mrged on this basis to enter into Asian life, 
i politics, into social and national service, 
the world of art and culture.” 


An informal moment at the Kuala Lumpur con- 
ference. U. Kyaw Than of Burma, D. T. Niles of 
Ceylon, W. A. Visser ’t Hooft of the WCC, and 
Sir Francis Ibiam of Nigeria. 


— —— 


G Rr in more than 14 East Asia nations were 
represented at the meeting. Among those shown 
here are representatives of Syrian Orthodox, Mar 
Thoma Church of South India, Tamil Lutheran, 
and Philippine Independent Churches. 


DULLES AS CHURCHMAN 


The concern of John Foster Dulles for the 
contribution of the churches to world order was 
reflected in the choice of a World Council of 
Churches executive as the officiating clergyman 
at his funeral services. 

Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of 
the World Council in the U.S.A. who was closely 
associated with Mr. Dulles in his activities as 
a churchman dedicated to world peace, officiated 
both at the National Cathedral and Arlington 
National Cemetery at the funeral services on 
May 27. Other clergymen participating were Dr. 
Paul Austin Wolfe, Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, 
and the Rev. Deane Edwards. 

A friend of thirty years’ standing, Dr. Barnes 
first knew the late secretary of state when the 
Dulles family belonged to Park Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York City, and Dr. Barnes 
was one of the ministers there. They continued 
their association when Dr. Barnes became a 
secretary of the Federal Council of Churches’ 
Department of International Justice and Good- 
will. Both Dr. Barnes and Mr, Dulles atrended 
the Oxford Conference on Church, Community, 
and State held under the auspices of the Uni- 
versal Christian Council for Life and Work in 
1937. 

From its organization in 1946 until his ap- 
pointment as Secretary of State, Mr. Dulles was 
a member of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 
World Council and the International Missionary 


Mr. and Mrs. John Foster Dulles after worship 
service in the American Church in Geneva. 
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New WYP Secretary 


Miss Umeko Kagawa of Tokyo, Japan, h: 
been appointed secretary of World Yout 
Projects, a joint enterprise of the World Couh¢ 
of Churches and the World Council of Christia 
Eduation. She will arrive in New York July 1. 

Through this support for projects outsid 
their own countries an 
churches, youth group 
participate in intefny 
tional and interdenom 
national sharing. Mi 
Kawaga will have offid 
in both Geneva, Switz 
land, and in New Yo 
She will spend seve 
months of each ¥ 
traveling to the projects and consulting Wi 
youth groups. 

A graduate of Kwansei Gakuin University 
Kobe, she also studied at the Training Sdche 
for Lay Workers of the Presbyterian Church 
the U.S. at Richmond, Va. In 1955 she receiv 
a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Ys: 
Divinity School. 0 

Miss Kagawa has worked as a reporter or 
leading Tokyo paper and is the author of a bo 
Italian Sun which was published in Japan. & 
was co-director of the Student Christian Fello 
ship of Japan. A member of the United Chun 
of Christ in Japan, she is the daughter 
Toyohiko Kagawa, world-famous author ai 
pioneer of Christian social work in Japan. 


Council. He was chairman of the conference hi 
at Cambridge, England, in 1946 when the CC 
was constituted, 

John Foster Dulles was chairman of the Co 
mission on a Just and Durable Peace of 
Federal Council of Churches. In one of » 


memorable sessions of the World Coun 
1948 Amsterdam Assembly, Professor Je 
Hromadka of Czechoslovakia and Mr. Du 
agreed on the futility of war but disagreed| 
their evaluation of communism. Photograph 
bulbs flashed as Dr. John R. Mott called on J 
Foster Dulles to open the debate on the E 
West issue. He began with a reminder that 
world looked to the assembly for a demons| 
tion of unity in diversity. 
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ew Building for Geneva Council Headquarters 


BA total of one million dollars in cash and 

dges has been received for the new head- 

Parters building of the World Council of 
urches in Geneva, Switzerland, Bishop Henry 
ox Sherrill, chairman of the international 

mittee for the building, reported recently. 

BSpeaking to the U.S. Conference for the 

World Council at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Bishop 

merrill said that $300,000 has come from the 

Forld Council’s member churches. Gifts from 

Bundations, individuals, and other sources will 
Bke up the remainder of the $2,500,000 goal. 

His expected that $1,400,000 will come from 
e United States. Of this $700,000 is still 

Seded, he said. 

@ Architects’ plans for the new building will 
presented to the 90-member Central Com- 
ttee of the Council when it meets on the 

Heek island of Rhodes, Aug. 18-29. Construc- 

@)n is expected to get underway this fall with 

W961 as the target date for completion. 

The $2,500,000 headquarters building will 
& located between Geneva’s airport and the 
Mnited Nations building. Existing headquarters 
Hoperty consists of a wooden chalet, barracks, 
d rented houses in a residential section of the 
Ty. The new headquarters includes a 236-room 
itial unit. Two world confessional bodies, the 


S Reformed and Presbyterian Churches, plan 
S occupy space in the new headquarters. The 
theran World Federation has made a gift of 
00,000 to the building fund. 


looking 


te of the new WCC headquarters, 
peard the Jura Mountains. 
f 


chairman of the 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, 
headquarters committee, views a model of the 
proposed new building for the World Council of 
Churches. The sum of $700,000 is being sought 
from American contributors. 


California Churches 
Observe Pentecost 


Rev. Charles M. Spencer and members of the 
United Church of Christ, Modesto, Calif., ob- 
served Pentecost by offering prayers for peace 
and sending a message to Christian A. Herter, 
secretary of state, in Geneva. 

The telegram to Herter said: “Worshipping 
on Pentecost today, some of us wished to pray 
for the Holy Spirit of God to infuse the minds 
of all foreign ministers to the end that we may 
witness a great moral leap forward for peace.” 

The Council of Churches of the San Bernardino 
Area, the Rev. Oscar W. Sedam, executive sec- 
retary, took a big display ad in the local press 
in which the World Council’s Pentecost poster 
was reproduced. Sponsoring churches were 
listed and “Christian unity—the fruit of the 
Spirit,” theme of the 1959 World Council poster 
and bulletin cover, was stressed. The Pentecost 
message of the World Council presidents was 
also broadcast over five radio stations in the area. 


Po 


) 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
unites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
communions in 53 countries. Neither the 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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RHODESIA: An inter-racial social service 
project has been launched in Northern Rhodesia 
by the churches acting together in the Northern 
Rhodesia Christian Council with the support 
of the World Council of Churches. 

The experiment, to be known as the Mindolo 
Ecumenical Foundation, aims “to serve the 
Christian Church and the community at large 
as a center of study, worship and consultation 
where men and women may deepen their under- 
standing of questions affecting the unity and 
renewal of the Church and its responsibilities in 
the life of the community.” 

The Literacy and Literature Committee of the 
National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. has 


set up an office at Mindolo and plans to offer” 


courses for people from all parts of Africa on 
July 1. Other schemes provide for club and 
welfare work among mine employees and wives 
of migrant workers with homes in rural areas. 
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ENGLAND: An international study grov 
called together at Oxford by the World Co nal 
of Churches and the International Missionag 
Council has begun a study on behalf of the tw 


world bodies to investigate ways of dealing wit 
mounting world population pressures. | 


LATIN AMERICA: Aid for victims of to 
rential floods which swept through border + 
of Argentina and Uruguay early this month 
being provided through the World Council \ 
Churches’ Division of Inter-Church Aid @ 
Service to Refugees. j 
The sum of $5,000 was sent to help rebui 
homes for the neediest families in response f0¢ 
special appeal received from the Relief Cony 
mittee of the Argentine Friends of the Worl 
Council. 1 
The flood, which was described as of 
precedented magnitude” covered an esti 
area of 1,000 miles north of the city of Buena 
Aires and 500 miles from east to west along th 
borders of the Parana and Uruguay rivers. 
UNITED STATES: “Our Unity in the Churelt 
is the theme for the institute to be held by t 
southern office of the National Council 
Churches at Blue Ridge Assembly, Black Mouz 
tain, North Carolina, July 19-24. Courses i: 
clude Christian Missions in Tomorrow's Wor 
Christian Cooperation in the Community, a 
Christian Responsibility on A Changing Plan 


New York, N. 
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hat Word Again! 


The struggle goes on. As the word “ecumeni- 
I" gains currency, the fear grows that its 
eaning will lose its full value. Two religious 
riodicals commented on this in recent issues. 
The June 1 issue of Presbyterian Outlook, 
ited by Aubrey Brown in Richmond, Va., 
mmends Canon Theodore O. Wedel who has 
led for bolder efforts to “put the word ecu- 
enical into the vocabulary of the average man.” 
the average man, says Outlook: “He has 
eady learned to use many more difficult words 
d he can learn this one too. It is important 
Wat this be done—particularly the idea behind 
is word—for as Canon Wedel says ‘We face 
great task of domesticating the ideals of the 
menical movement, so that the average lay- 
an can understand something of it.’” 
But, Outlook cautions, the average layman will 
mt be helped but hopelessly confused unless 
@hinisters are more accurate in their use of the 
m than many are. Words are sometimes 
oken or written about community gatherings 
resenting several denominations as ecumeni- 
. If this is ecumenical, then we must coin 
other word for the world-wide aspects of the 
wurch. The probability is that this provincial 
is not even community-wide, excluding in 
ny instances racial groups or some of the 
Mall sects, and sometimes some of the largest, 
n-cooperative bodies in the community.” 
A Methodist editor writing in the Christian 
tntury for June 1 makes a similar point. Com- 
menting on a column in which the Century's 
Ipular ‘Simeon Stylites’ suggests someone 
ould “be arrested for depreciating the verbal 
Mrency,” Edwin Maynard’s letter says: 
‘But, alas, in the same issue we stumble at 
}ce onto two places where ‘ecumenical’ is 
i:d as though it were synonymous for ‘interde- 
“minational. This happens to be the most 


ins of verbal currency in church circles.” 

‘So, asks editor Maynard of the Methodist 
wy, if we use ecumenical to mean interde- 
‘minational, what are we going to say when 
¢ mean the whole church in the whole world? 
ind who is going to be arrested?” 


Work camp time again! In the summer of 1959 
about one thousand young people will participate 
in ecumenical work camps around the world. 


Ecumenical “Beatniks’”? 


A young theologian on the staff of the World 
Council of Churches says that there is an ecu- 
menical equivalent of “the beat generation.” 

Dr. Keith R. Bridston, the World Council’s 
secretary for faith and order, says he finds among 
theological students and other young people a 
kind of futility and despair about the ecumenical 
movement. It reflects, he said, that the novelty 
of the movement has worn away and the “ecu- 
menical honeymoon is over.” 

One reason for this is that the association 
in the World Council on the level of church 
leaders does not touch local situations where 
the churches still live in isolation and preserve 
caricatures and stereotypes about each other. 
The cynicism of the younger generation derives 
in part from the fact that they think those who 
come together in the Council are content with 
their fellowship rather than willing to face the 
things that divide them. 

Harmless unanimity is not what is needed, 
said Dr. Bridston. “Faith must be strong enough 
to force us to explore our differences.” 

Calling for restlessness about the present 
disunity of the Church, he said “There must be 
a dynamic movement to overcome differences 
which will challenge all the generations.” 
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Archbishop lakovos 
On Ecumenicity 


The Orthodox Church if invited to participate 
in the proposed Ecumenical Council announced 
by Pope John XXIII will be represented only if 
the entire Christian world is invited to send 
representatives. 

This statement by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras I of Constantinople was made pub- 
lic in a speech at the U.S. Conference for the 
World Council of Churches at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa., by Archbishop Iakovos, the primate of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America, April 22. 

“Lf the Orthodox Church is invited, it will be 
represented only if the entire Christian world 
is invited to send representatives. The minimum 
representation of the other churches would be 
their collective representation through the World 
Council of Churches,” according to the statement 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I who 
is the spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodoxy. 

The statement of the Patriarch says “No synod 
can be called ecumenical unless it is truly such, 
that is pan-Christian.” 

Speaking before 150 leading U.S. churchmen, 
Archbishop Iakovos described the contribution 
of Eastern Orthodoxy to the ecumenical move- 
ment. The archbishop who was enthroned on 
April 1 served for four years as the representa- 
tive of the Ecumenical Patriarch to the Geneva 
headquarters of the World Council. 

“All of us believe that the ecumenical move- 
ment must be brought down from the level of 
the ecumenists to the level of the people,” he 
said. "From the complex terminology used by 
the theologians to the language understood by 
the faithful. From the pulpit to the pew of be- 
liever.” 

“Once and for all we should dispel the notions 
still common among extreme non-Orthodox 
Christians that we Orthodox are superstitious, 
pagan-like worshippers dwelling in ignorance,” 
he said. 

“At the same time we should help Orthodox 
zealots to understand that all non-Orthodox are 
not dwelling either in darkness or in heresy or 
apart from Christ.” 
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DISPENSARY. 
TUESDAYS AND | 
HOURS rapars, 


9-30,TOR AK. ™ 


’ oT eo : i 
A massive battle against tuberculosis is bes 
waged in India. The World Council’s Division 
Inter-Church Aid has appealed to churches 
money for drugs and treatment. Here Calcw 
patients receive medication at a Salvation Ar. 
dispensary. 
ENGLAND: British churches, acting throw 
Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service 
the British Council of Churches, will tra 
$1,500,000—one quarter of Britain’s target 
for World Refugee Year, opening on July 1 

During Britain’s annual Christian Aid We 
in 1959, London city workers were asked to 
without their usual midday meal for at Jd 
one day and have a sandwich and a cup of © 
instead. For the lunch, served at a canteen ni 
Liverpool Street Station, they were asked to gj 
what they normally pay. All profits went to h 
refugees. 

The same system was used in Coventry whi 
the austerity meal was of rice to remind peoy 
of the hunger of the million Chinese refug 
in Hong Kong. Churches in 600 areas took 
in the week sponsored by the British Cou 

Three and a half million gift envelopes w4 
distributed by hand all over Britain. In about) 
areas refugee living quarters as found in Eurt 
and Hong Kong were reconstructed. 


